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his agricultural activities without losing
face before his fellow villagers. As the
failure or success of his crops does not de­
pend solely upon his skill as a farmer, but
in part upon the whims of the controlling
supernatural beings, the blame for such
failure or credit for its success need be not
laid upon him. In this way, his self-con­
fidence as a farmer is assured, for the spirits
are his scapegoats; his self-respect is also
maintained, because in case of his failure,
an infraction of supernatural prohibition
and not his inefficiency as a farmer is ac­
cepted by the group as the cause of such
failure.

On the whole, therefore, rituals in Ma­
litbog society function both as psycholo­
gical and as cultural mechanisms which
reinforce individual and group life, unify
social relationships in the community and
integrate the customs and traditions of the
people in Malitbog.
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Notes

1. Fieldwork in Malitbog was supported
in 1959-60 by the Asia Foundation and the
National Research Council of the Philip­
pines and in 1964 by the Community Dev­
elopment Research Council of the Univer­
sity of the Philippines.
2. A kind of tree with tiny, sour fruits.
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supplemented by cross-checking with
twelve others, this study tests Edward T.
Hall's proxemics or theory of cultural
space. More specially, the study focuses
on driving behavior and the use of space
by drivers and pedestrians in Manila.

The study comes up with the finding
that the Filipino, compared with the
Westerner, uses public space while driving
as he would while walking, taking on
rights to it as he moves. He conceives
of the particular spot on which he stands,
into which he is moving, as his own per­
sonal property, and thus feels that he may
utilize it as long as necessary.

This is in support of the theory that
different cultures utilize, structure, and
handle space differently and that an in­
dividual makes use of space or a result of
duetero-Iearning which is by and large un­
conscious.
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